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Chilean Environmental Center Features Dr. Fred Singer 
In March, Instituto Libertad y 

Desarrollo (Santiago, Chile) celebrated 
the opening of its new program in 
environmentalism, Programa de Medio 
Ambiente. Complementing the efforts 
of organizations such as the 
Competitive Enterprise Institute 
(Washington, DC), the Institute of 
Economic Affairs (London), National 
Center for Policy Analysis (Dallas, 
TX), and the Political Economy 
Research Center (Bozeman, MT), 
Programa de Medio Arnbiente focuses 
on "sound environmentalism," and offers 
a science-based, non-emotional 

i examination of environmental issues. 
*._ To support the new endeavor, Atlas 

sponsored the participation of Dr. S. 
Fred Singer, director of the Science & 
Environmental Policy Project (Fairfax, 
VA). Singer, who has been invited to 
serve on the board of advisors of the 
Programa, delivered the keynote address 
at the proceedings. Other speakers 
included Dr. Hernan Biichi, president of 
the board of advisors, and Ana Luisa 
Covarrubias, director of research for the 
new center. 

The inaugural 
program took place in 
Santiago at the Catholic 
University of Chile and 
attracted people from the 
government, international 
development 
organizations, the 
international business 
community, academia, and 
the media. El Mercurio, a 
leading Latin American 
newspaper, published an 
interview with Singer 

Javier Hurtado, Director; Programa de Medio Ambiente; S. 
Restrictions Harm Fred Singer; Hernan Biichi; and Cristian Larroulet, Executive 
Development." Chilean Director of Libertad v Desarrollo 
TV channel 9 also 
interviewed Singer. 

Drawing upon widespread interest 
in the bold perspectives offered by 
Singer, a long-time critic of catastrophic 
global warming theories, Atlas 
colleagues arranged meetings for him 
with the President of the Environmental 
Commission of the Chilean Congress, 
with leading academics from the 
universities in the Valparaiso region, and 

with senior officials of the National 
Environmental Commission. 

The Programa de Medio Ambiente 
recently released its first publication, 
"Otras Soluciones Para Descontaminar 
Santiago" (Other Solutions for Pollution 
Reduction in Santiago), which includes 
a section on environmental myths by 
Singer. 

Atlas Continues Muslim Outreach Efforts 
For centuries, cultural differences 

between the Islamic and western worlds 
have sparked misunderstandings, 
hostilities, and even wars. Atlas's 
outreach program seeks common ground 
amongst the cultures by working with 
"intellectual entrepreneurs" in the 
Muslim world. Ideally, intellectual 
entrepreneurs are people who are either 
involved with independent public policy 
institutes or can help establish such 

/mad Dean Ahmad (Minaret of Freedom institutes -- all with the common vision 
Institute) and Atlas's Leonard Liggio 

of achieving a society of free and 
responsible individuals based upon 
private property rights, limited 
government under the rule of law, and 
the market order. 

Atlas's first project in the Middle 
Eastern region involved the donation of 
classical liberal books to the St. 
George's Library in Jerusalem in 1992. 
More recent efforts include assistance to 
the Minaret of Freedom Institute 
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The Edmund Burke Institute 
(Dublin) hosted a February lecture on 
European Community regulations by 
noted writer and translator, Dr. Helen 
Szamuely. 

At the recommendation of the 
Public Disclosure Commission staff, the 
Evergreen Freedom Foundation 
(Olympia, WA) filed charges against the 
Washington Education Association for 
violations of campaign finance laws. If 
the PDC findings are upheld, the WEA 
will be guilty of the largest campaign 
violations in state history. Stay tuned 
through the EFF's Washington Journal 
newsletter. 

In a two-part piece on school 
finance, Newschannel 3 interviewed 
Goldwater Institute's (Phoenix, AR) 
executive director, Jeffry Flake. Flake 
stressed the need to move towards a 
system of school finance where the cost 
of facilities is based on the number of 
children educated and the quality of 
education provided. He noted that a 
system of school finance where all 
funding follows the child from school to 
school will not only satisfy the courts, 
but will satisfy common sense as well. 

The John Locke Foundation 
(Raleigh, NC) hosted its annual Critical 
Issues Forum in January. This year's 
forum, "Ideas and Innovation in State 
Policy," highlighted tax policy, 
education reform, health care reform, 
and environmental regulation. The 
forum brought together leading 
reformers, trade association executives, 
and scholars to discuss these issues 
from a North Carolina perspective. 

The Liberty Institute (New 
Delhi) organized a day-long event 
centered around the question, "Where 
Do We Go From Here?" The program 

N I T I T U T I  N I W I  
attracted 35 people, including members 
of Parliament, business leaders, 
students, research scholars, academics, 
and business professionals. 

The institute also organized a 
program on environmental risk 
management at the National Institute of 
Public Finance and Policy (New Delhi) 
in late 1996. Participants reviewed the 
documentary, "Are We Scaring 
Ourselves to Death" by ABC journalist 
John Stossel. 

Jeffry L. Flake, Goldwater Institute 

National Center for Policy 
Analysis (Dallas, TX), working in 
conjunction with William F. Buckley 
Jr.'s Firing Line Debate, recently 
completed a two-hour program on the 
environment. Entitled "Resolved: 
Environmentalists are Going Too Far, 
Too Fast," it aired on prime-time 
television in early April. 

Pacific Research Institute for 
Public Policy (San Francisco) launched 
The Contrarian: News & Comments on 
Women's Issues to counteract the 
victirnhood mentality that dominates 
coverage of the subject. Pacific's 1995 
publication, Free Markets, Free 
Choices: Women in the Worvorce, 
apparently "hit a nerve" among feminist 
groups and others that have "succeeded 
in convincing thousands upon thousands 
of women, particularly young women, 

that they are prey to prejudices and - , 
unfair treatment so pervasive as to be u' 
virtually undetectable," says Pacific 
fellow Katherine Post. The Contrarian 
will publish information about how 
women are really doing in the market. 

The South Carolina Policy 
Council (Columbia, SC) has a new 
location and a new address: 1323 
Pendleton Street, Columbia, SC, 29201. 
Phone, fax, and e-mail are unchanged. 
The new building, writes president Ed 
McMullen, "will allow us to do even 
more to promote limited government, 
quality education, less taxes and 
individual rights and responsibilities. 
The South Carolina Policy Council will 
have a research department and library 
matched by no other public policy 
foundation in the state of South 
Carolina." 

Additionally, the SCPC's advisory 
group, the Council of Governors, 
welcomed Grover Norquist at a January 
dinner. Norquist, founder and President 
of Americans for Tax Reform, shared 
his ideas for eliminating unnecessary 
layers of government by restricting the 
growth of taxes. 

0 
The Sutherland Institute 

(Murray, UT) held its first "Member 
Summit" to bring together institute 
members, its Board of Scholars, and 
other prominent community, business, 
political, and education leaders to 
outline current issues facing the state. 
Education reform through parental 
choice was widely accepted as the 
highest priority issue, followed by 
limiting taxation, downsizing 
government, and reasserting property 
rights. 

In March, The Sutherland Institute 
featured Lawrence Reed, president of 
the Mackinac Center for Public Policy 
(Midland, MI), as the "Issues and Ideas" 
luncheon speaker. Reed spoke on 
"Private Cures for Public Ills: The 
Promise of Privatization." 

The Winter Speaker Series of The 
Washington Institute For Policy 
Studies (Seattle, WA) featured David 
Horowitz, author of the 
autobiographical Radical Son, and 
Frank Keating, speaking on his 
experiences as governor of Oklahoma. 



"Lord Acton on the Historian" is 
e seventh installment of the Acton 

nstitute for the Study of Religion 
and Liberty's (Grand Rapids, MI) 
Occasional Paper series. Dr. Josef L. 
Altholz, who originally delivered the 
text as part of the Lord Acton Lecture 
Series, describes Acton's rigorous 
approach to the historian's vocation. 

Acton also published a collection 
of essays from religious studies 
students and seminarians. The Remedy 
for Poverty: Essays on the Moral 
Foundation of Effective Charity opens 
with an introduction by Marvin Olasky, 
who writes that the essays "show that 
the dire consequences of the last 
generation's liberal ideas are promoting 
both intellectual and organizational 
renewal." 

Taking Ownership: Property 
Rights and Fishery Management on the 
Atlantic Coast, published by the 
Atlantic Institute for Market Studies 
(Halifax, Nova Scotia), examines how 
property rights work for fisheries. The 

\book outlines an alternative to common 
C/p roperty fisheries and provides both the 

theoretical basis for a rights-based 
fishery and a summary of current 
practices. 

AIMS also published "Allocating 
the Catch Among Fishermen: A 
Perspective on Opportunities for 
Fisheries Reform," a reprint of the 
concluding presentation at its 
November 1996 conference, "Rising 
Tide: Rights-Based Fishing on the 
Atlantic Coast." 

The Buckeye Institute for 
Public Policy Solutions (Dayton, OH) 
published Policy Note, "Voucher 
Programs Serve Low Achieving Public 
School Students," and Perspective on 
Current Issues, "Restrained State 
Spending Holds Key to Economic 
Growth." 

The Do 5 and Don 2s of a Tax Cut 
for Maryland, published as part of the 
Calvert Institute for Policy 
Research's (Baltimore, MD) 
commentary series, examines defects in 
9 recently proposed tax-cut program by c- the state's governor. 

Cascade Policy Institute 
(Portland, OR) issued a Media Release 

titled "Privatize the DMV," which 
argues that switching the functions of 
Oregon's Department of Motor Vehicles 
into the private sector can save $68 
million per biennium. This is based on a 
Better Government Competition 
winning proposal. The release can be 
found at www. Cascade Policy.org/ 
media/dmv.htm. 

Cascade's January Fiscal Insight, 
"Finding Common Ground: Oregon 
State Government after Measure 47:' 
proposes measures to deal with the 
state's major property tax cap of 1996. 
The institute's January issue of Policy 
Insight, "Power to the Student," makes 
the argument that directly subsidized, 
government provision of higher 
education is neither an equitable nor an 
efficient means of assisting in the 
higher education of Oregon citizens. In 
particular, providing tuition assistance 
directly to the attending student, in the 
form of tuition assistance grants or a 
similar mechanism, would result in 
improved overall access to higher 
education at a given taxpayer cost. 

Recent publications from The 
Commonwealth Foundation 
(Harrisburg, PA) include Privatizing 
Wine and Sprits Distribution in 
Pennsylvania, Public Funding of 
Stadiums: Governments Must Simply 
Say No, and the January issue of 
Commonweath Conversation, "Welfare 
Reform: The Wisconsin W2 Plan," in 
which Dr. Leslie Lenkowsky provides 
an overview of welfare reform efforts 
under Wisconsin Governor Tommy 
Thompson. 

The Edmund Burke Institute 
(Dublin) published an article by James 
Ahiakpor based on "A Paradox of Thrift 
or Keynes's Misrepresentation of Saving 
in the Classical Theory of Growth." The 
EBI reprint is entitled, "Why 
Economists Need to Speak the 
Language of the Marketplace." Other 
essays published by the institute include 
"Sanctity of Information: The Case of 
TV and Radio: which examines 
governmental control of information 
through its control on media; "Creeping 
Totalitarianism," which warns that the 
power of the state is more than it should 

be in a free society; and "The Irish 
Potato Famine," which reviews 
historical evidence that the free market 
did not increase the suffering of the 
Irish, but rather, alleviated much of the 
misery caused by the famine. 

Fundacion Libertad, 
Democracia y Desarrollo (Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia) published "Superar la 
Pobreza ... El Desafio Del Desarrollo 
Sostenible" ("Overcoming Pover ty... The 
Challenge of Sustainable 
Development"). The publication 
includes articles by Atlas colleagues 
Juan F. Bendfeldt (Centro de 
Investigaciones Economicas Nacionales, 
Guatemala), Henri Lepage (Institut Euro 
92, Paris) and Julian L. Simon 
(University of Maryland at College 
Park). 

Goldwater Institute (Phoenix, 
AZ) published new issues of its 
Perspective on Public Policy series: 
"Public Education's Myth of Local 
Control: Why we can't preserve what 
we haven't got;" "Much Pain, Little 
Gain: The Valley needs an air plan that 
will work;" "Cutting Through the 
Baloney of Education Finance Reform;" 
and "Legislature to Arizona: Don't 
Trust Your Trustee." 

The China Miracle, published by 
the Hong Kong Centre for Economic 
Research (Hong Kong) offers an in- 
depth study of China's reform process 
and its economic development. Using a 
historic, comparative, and analytic 
approach, the authors discuss the pre- 
reform economy, the steps undertaken, 
the consequences during the reform, and 
the implications of China's experience 
for other developing and transition 
economies. 

Democractic Governance in 
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(New Publications, Continued from page 3) 

Ghana Under the 1992 Constitution; 
published by the Institute of Economic 
Affairs - Ghana (Accra, Ghana) is the 
first of a series planned by the institute 
to provide a national assessment of 
governmental reform in Ghana in the 
4th Republic. 

Instituto de Ecologia y Mercado 
(Madrid) published Introduction a la 
ecologia de mercado (Introduction to 
the ecology of markets) by Fred Smith, 
president of the Competitive 
Enterprise Institute (Washington, DC). 
The institute also published Los 
Derechos de propiedad sobre 10s 
recursos pesqueros (Property Rights 
and Fishery Resources), which draws 
from the writings of Terry Anderson and 
Don Leal. Their book, Free Market 
Environmentalism (Westview Press, 
1991), was a 1992 Atlas Fisher Award 
winner. 

Kansas Public Policy Institute 
(Wichita, KS) examines restructuring of 
public education institutions in 
"Financing Kansas Schools." The 
report studies the consequences of 
consolidating federal, state, and local 
educational funding by focusing on 
accountability, complexity, and other 
issues that deter constructive reform. 
Bryan Riley, KPP17s executive director, 
authored "The $3 Billion Question: Will 
the Legislature Finally Let Kansans Vote 
on Controlling Government Spending?" 

Declining Standards at Michigan 
Public Universities, a new report by the 
Mackinac Center for Public Policy 
(Midland, MI), examines how changes in 
curricula and teaching affect academic 
achievement, career preparation, and K- 12 
education. 

Recent Mackinac Viewpoints 
included, "An Economic Lesson from 
Michigan's Early History," in which 
author Burton Folsom tells the story of 
Michigan's disastrous experience in 
government- built railroads and canals 
in the 1830s, and "Should Good 
Relations with Employee be an Unfair 
Labor Practice?" by George C. Leef. 

BriefAnalyses from the National 
Center for Policy Analysis (Dallas, 
TX) include "An Easy Way to Make 
Health Insurance More Expensive," "An 
Agenda for Economic Freedom," 

"Answering Critics of the Welfare 
Reform Act," "Should We Abolish the 
Estate Tax?' "Is There an 'Uninsured 
Children' Crisis?" "How Not to Save 
Medicare," "A Health Pdicy Agenda for 
the 105th Congress," and "Insuring the 
Uninsured." NCPA also published its 
Policy Report, "Making Drugs Safe and 
Available without the FDA," which 
recommends private certification as a 
faster, less expensive, and equally safe 
alternative to the current system. 

Pacific Research Institute for 
Public Policy (San Francisco, CA) is 
releasing California Index of Leading 
Education Indicators, which shows that 
California's public school system is failing 
the state's children. The Index examines 
the performance of the state's students and 
public schools in numerous categories -- 
test scores, course dfficulty, teacher 
quality, and government expenditures. 
The Index concludes that the public K- 12 
education system, as currently structured, 
is too centralized and too shielded from 
competition to be successful. To improve 
the way education services are delivered 
in California, the PRI study recommends 
the Four C's: choice, charters, contracting 
out, and content. 

Pioneer Institute for Public Policy 
Research (Boston, MA) published a 
White Paper, entitled "If We Build It, Will 
They Come?' which addresses questions 
and issues about the proposed Boston 
Convention Center. 

Toward a Safer Workplace, also 
published by Pioneer, reviews the 
Massachusetts workers compensation 
system and evaluates the reforms made to 
the system in 199 1. The paper calls for 
deregulating insurance rates and creating 
more incentives for safer work places. 

A Code of Ethics for Health 
Promotion, published by The Social 
Affairs Unit (London), examines the 
intellectual problems generated by 
health promotion (whether the 
interventions are based on sure 
knowledge, whether they work, whether 
they take money from other more 
efficient interventions), as well as the 
ethical implications of promoting 
specific behaviors, cures, or actions to 
address public health. 

Capital Comment briefs from the 
South Carolina Policy Council 

(Columbia, SC) include "Public 
Assistance in South Carolina: The lure 
of generous benefits destroys 
independence" and "Tax or 
Regenerate?', "Milwaukee Voucher 
Program Improves Student 
Achievement." SCPC also published 
issues of Fact Sheets: "Big Government 
Groups Push Tax Hikes on Consumers," 
and "School Bus Privatization: The 
Right Direction for South Carolina." 

The Sutherland 
Institute (Murray, UT) published 
"Priorities for Utah: Results of a 
Sutherland Institute Focus Group" as 
part of its Focus on Utah series. 
General recommendations for Utah's 
political leaders include: reform of 
education services, stringent tax 
limitation, and bold reforms of the 
government itself, returning it to its 
"proper role." The institute also 
published several speeches from its 
Issues & Ideas luncheon series, 
including "The American Family: 
Discovering the Values that Make Us 
Strong," by Diane Medved, co-author 

name; "Saving Childhood: Protecting 
c with Dan Quayle of a book by the same - ' 

our Children from the National Assault 
on Innocence," by Michael Medved, 
radio talk show host, film critic, and co- 
host of "Sneak Previews;" and "Public 
Transit: Can it Deliver on the 
Promise?" by public policy consultant 
Wendell Cox. 

Timbro (Stockholm) published a 
speech by British historian and 
journalist Paul Johnson, entitled "The 
Seven Deadly Sins of the Twentieth 
Century." Johnson discusses the seven 
sins, which if eliminated, offer an 
excellent chance of making the 21 st 
century a "huge improvement on its 
predecessor." The sins: violence, 
growth of the state, social engineering, 
suppression or abolition of the market, 
the existence of trade unions, moral 
relativism, and materialism and the 
denial of spirituality in human life. 

Unirule Institute of Economics 
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